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international child abduction in my home State
of Pennsylvania, I formulated legislation which
created punitive measures to respond to these
crimes. I had hoped that when we passed that
measure, now Public Law 103–173, the Inter-
national Parental Kidnapping Crime Act of
1993, that tragic instances of child abduction
would be halted. Unfortunately, I was wrong.

Imagine that your former spouse—who does
not have custodial rights of your children—
comes to your home and picks up your kids
for a weekly visit. Then imagine that you dis-
cover your spouse has taken your children to
a foreign country, and you have little recourse
in getting your children back. Sadly, this hap-
pens more than 1,000 times each year.

Prior to passage of this legislation, there
was no Federal law that addressed this hei-
nous crime. Now, this law provides both deter-
rence and prevention. For anyone convicted of
unlawfully kidnapping their child and taking
him or her overseas, a one- to three-year jail
term and stiff fines can be expected. In addi-
tion, this legislation established educational
programs for judges and others involved in
custody proceedings that continue to serve as
preventive measures. By passing that law,
Congress for the first time put the weight of
Federal law behind our desire that children
never be taken away from a loving parent.

Yesterday the House of Representatives de-
bated and passed the Gibbons amendment to
H.R. 2415, the American Embassy Security
Act. Representative GIBBONS, like myself six
years ago, has diligently worked with the State
Department in order to find a resolution to this
same problem that plagues families across the
country. His amendment helps prevent inter-
national child abduction by ensuring that in
order for a child to be issued a passport, cer-
tain requirements must be met by her/his legal
guardians.

I applaud the efforts of Representative GIB-
BONS and I wholly support his amendment. As
Members of Congress, we should do all we
can to end the nightmare of international pa-
rental child abductions.
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Mr. KLINK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
order to honor my longtime friend, Mr. Joseph
E. Beasley. On June 30th, Mr. Beasley retired
from the International Union of Operating En-
gineers, bringing to a close a career that
spanned five decades.

After serving his country in the military, Mr.
Beasley joined the work force in Pittsburgh.
Soon after, he joined the Union and began
what would become a 49 year association with
the Operating Engineers. Mr. Beasley served
in a wide variety of capacities during this ten-
ure, distinguishing himself through dedication
and hard work.

Mr. Beasley’s career began with his election
to the position of Financial Secretary for the
Local Union in 1972. He held this position until
his 1981 election to Business Manager, a seat

he held until his retirement. In addition, Mr.
Beasley served as Vice-President of the Pitts-
burgh Building Trades Counsel and Chairman
of the Local 66 Pension and Annuity and Wel-
fare Funds.

In addition to his work on the local level, Mr.
Beasley also served as an International Trust-
ee and the eleventh General Vice President of
the International Union of Operating Engi-
neers. Most recently, he served as the Vice-
President of the Pennsylvania AFL–CIO and
as Secretary Treasurer of the Northeastern
States Conference of Operating engineers.

Mr. Beasley’s accomplishments throughout
his career have gained him the respect and
admiration of his colleagues. He has proven
himself a great asset to not only the state of
Pennsylvania but also hard working men and
women across this country.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank Mr.
Beasley for all his efforts throughout his nearly
fifty year career. I wish him the best in his
much deserved retirement.
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Mr. BATEMAN Mr. Speaker, I was regret-
tably absent and missed rollcall vote No. 327
on July 21, 1999. The vote was on the Bilbray
amendment to H.R. 2415, the American Em-
bassy Security Act. I include in the RECORD
that I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ had I been
present.
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Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, we know that
today our armed forces are facing serious
shortfalls in recruitment. Already, these short-
falls are having a dangerous impact on our
Nation’s military readiness. We will have all
the best tools, and no one to fight the war. In
part, the problem may be caused by a bless-
ing: America’s flourishing economy, which
leads our young people to enter a booming
job market rather than the rigors of military
service. Therefore, it is essential for our na-
tional security that our government do all it
can to support our armed forces in effectively
communicating to young people of recruitment
age the advantages and benefits of service.

Honor, patriotism, and the desire for adven-
ture still engage and motivate America’s
young men and women. America’s armed
forces offer the opportunity to be part of some-
thing meaningful, to learn self-discipline and
sacrifice. For many idealistic young people,
that offers them an experience unmatchable
elsewhere. So we have to get the message
out about what service in the Army, Navy, Air
Force, and Marines means to their country,
and what opportunities such service entails.
And we must recognize that in today’s world,

we are competing with some of the most ef-
fective marketing and recruitment techniques
ever devised by U.S. companies, which quite
reasonably want to catch as many of the best
and the brightest as they can for themselves.

Therefore, it is esssential that we convey
our message by the most effective means
possible, employing language and images en-
gaging to young Americans of recruitment
age. Programming messages by the U.S.
Navy have scored significant recruiting suc-
cess in recent months, partially reversing the
downward trend of Navy recruitment. Pro-
gramming directed toward high school stu-
dents for post-graduation enlistment can be
particularly well targeted and unusually effec-
tive means of increasing awareness of the
military service option and positive attitudes
towards it. As a result of this exposure, stu-
dents in the Channel One schools are more
likely to consider enlisting.

Mr. Speaker, the use of innovative methods
to educate and encourage young people about
the benefits of service to their country is es-
sential in today’s marketplace. Our national
security demands such an effort. At the same
time, service in the United States military truly
provides young Americans with an opportunity
to gain by giving to their country. I intend to
work hard to ensure that our government ex-
pands its support for our armed forces’ efforts
in this direction.
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Mr. JOHN. Mr. Speaker, I would like for my

colleagues to join me today in congratulating
the 8-year-old Sulphur All Star Baseball Team
which has earned a trip to play in the Little
League World Series this July 22–25.

The Sulphur All Stars have won their last
three tournaments to reach this point. In the
process, the All Stars placed 2nd in the State
of Louisiana and was also awarded a trophy
for the ‘‘Best Defensive Team.’’ Mr. Speaker,
we are extremely proud of these young men
and I wanted to briefly recognize the players
and coaches at this time. The All Star players
are Brady Landry, Tyler Kuykendall, Jon
Thomas Chargois, Jeremy Abshire, Sha Hale,
Charlie LaBoeuf, Phillip Ivey, Keith Lemelle,
Jonathon LeBlanc, Mackenzie McGuane,
Corbett Reed, Evan Harris, Kade Guillory, and
Jacob Theriot. The All Star coaches are Terry
Kuykendall, Eugene LeBlanc, Von Chargois,
Mike Evans, Len Lemelle, Shannon Theriot,
Buckie LeBoeuf, Jamie Guillory, Jim
McGuane, and Don Hale.

I want to wish the Sulphur All Stars all the
best in the World Series and I will be rooting
for them from Washington!
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Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, remember that

old excuse ‘‘the check is in the mail’’? In the
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